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Specific Needs and Issues Cited in the Assessment 

 
Some Sources of Funding and Support 

Health / Mental 
Health Care 

o Mental Health – accessibility, affordability, 
integration of care, supportive services 

o Health Access – provider shortage, 
affordability, insurance issues 

o Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation – 
deserves FHN funding 
 
 
 

 

Most of the needs in this category fall within the 
responsibility of Medicaid, Medicare, Nevada Check-
Up, private insurance, the Division of Public and 
Behavioral Health (DBPH), and Federally Qualified 
Community Health Centers. Social Services Block Grant 
(Title XX) and the Fund for a Healthy Nevada (FHN) 
currently supplement limited health/mental health 
services not fully billable to health insurance (e.g., 
vaccines, suicide prevention). Tobacco cessation is 
largely covered under health insurance but prevention 
is not. 

Provider shortage is being addressed statewide 
through various efforts including funding for UNLV 
School of Medicine, Graduate Medical Expense 
programs, and evaluation of accrediting boards for 
various disciplines. 

The Office for Consumer Health Assistance helps 
consumers with all insurance related issues and 
concerns and is funded through various sources 
including Medicaid, Bureau of Hospital patients, Silver 
State Health Insurance Exchange, HCQC fees and some 
state general fund. This program has been 
supplemented in the past by the FHN. 

(Note: Medicaid enrollment is about 622,361 and Nevada Check-
Up is about 24,431. Number of uninsured is 561,688. Total 
population is about 2.89 million. More than 80% are covered.) 
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Housing o Affordable Housing – shortage of Section 8 
housing, shortage of affordable housing in 
general 

o Prevention of Homelessness – help with 
deposits, rent, relocation costs, home repair 

o Homeless Services – shelters for all 
populations, emergency and transitional 
housing 

Low-income subsidies are provided by the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
USDA Rural Development, and the Nevada 
Manufactured Housing Division. Emergency rental 
assistance is provided by Community Action Agencies 
(supported by Community Services Block Grants - 
CSBG), Family Resource Centers (supported by FHN), 
county social service departments and a number of 
private non-profit organizations. Homeless shelters are 
operated largely by private non-profits supported by 
federal or private grants, donations and other 
fundraising activities. 

Hunger / Food 
Security 

o Holistic Service Approach – solving the root 
causes of hunger 

o Braided Services – consumers must utilize 
multiple services to meet their need (pantries, 
SNAP, WIC) 

o Nutrition – access to healthy foods, nutrition 
education, community gardens, partnerships 
with growers 

Hunger One-Stop Shops are primarily supported by the 
FHN. These shops provide immediate food and 
nutrition education, and help consumers enroll in long-
term supports such as USDA programs (SNAP, WIC, 
Commodities, TEFAP, National School Breakfast and 
Lunch Program), and senior congregate and home-
delivered meal programs funded through the Older 
Americans Act.  Depending on the needs in their 
locales, some Healthy Community Coalitions around 
the state sponsor community gardens and have 
partnerships with growers; these coalitions are 
supported by state, federal and private funds. Multiple 
food banks and food pantries around the state are 
operated by local non-profits and faith-based 
organizations. 
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Emergency 
Services 

o Financial Assistance – rent, utilities, preventive 
help, excessive bureaucracy to obtain help 

o Document Assistance – help obtaining 
identification, birth certificates 

o After-Hours Help – emergencies happen 24/7 

Emergency services are provided by Community Action 
Agencies (supported by CSBG), Family Resource 
Centers (supported by the FHN) and county social 
service departments. Utility assistance is available 
through a variety of agencies that distribute federal 
energy assistance funds. NV Energy operates Project 
Reach to assist individuals age 62 and up. The Federal 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) 
program may also provide some emergency assistance 
to qualified families. The Advocate for Elders within 
the Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD) has 
limited funds to assist with immediate needs. 

Education o Life Skills Training – parent education, 
budgeting and financial management, nutrition 
education 

o Alternative Education – charter schools, on-the-
job training, vocational education, GEDs 

o Public and Higher Education – more funding in 
general, tuition assistance, expanded pre-
Kindergarten 

Life Skills Training is largely provided by private non-
profits with the support of donations, fundraising 
activities and grant awards. (Example: Many parent 
education classes are funded through Children’s Trust 
Fund grants.) Most other education services cited here 
are provided through the public school system, the 
Nevada System of Higher Education, the Department 
of Employment Training and Rehabilitation and Head 
Start. 

Employment o Wages – minimum wage is not a living wage 
o Jobs – employment assistance programs exist 

but there is a shortage of jobs, especially 
middle income 

o Barriers to Employment – substance abuse, re-

Community Action Agencies (supported by CSBG) help 
clients overcome basic barriers to employment and 
then to find jobs. The Department of Employment 
Rehabilitation and Training offers employment services 
for both businesses and job-seekers (e.g. Silver State 
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entry after incarceration, lack of education Works, Job Connect). TANF recipients receive 
employment support services through the mandatory 
NEON work program.  

Protective 
Services 

o Gaps – protective services not available for 
persons with disabilities ages 18 to 59 

o Services for Victims – crisis intervention, 
shelters, recovery resources, therapy, hotlines, 
personal safety 

o Focus on Special Populations – seniors, victims 
of human trafficking, domestic violence victims 

Elder protective services are federally funded through 
the Older Americans Act. Domestic Violence programs 
are supported by federal Family Violence and Victims 
of Crime Act (VOCA) funds and state Marriage License 
fees. The OCPG administers an emergency fund for 
victims of Human Trafficking that is solely supported 
by private donations and fundraisers; some VOCA 
funds are also used for these victims. Programs for the 
prevention of child abuse and neglect are supported by 
the state Children’s Trust Fund, federal Community-
Based Child Abuse Prevention, federal Title XX and 
federal Title IV-B Subpart 2 funds. 

Dental Care o Access – shortage of providers, affordability 
o Coverage – Medicaid, Medicare and private 

insurance offer limited dental benefits 
o Support for Existing Services – mobile dental 

care, low-cost health clinics 

Dental care is considered an essential service for 
children up to age 21; therefore, Medicaid, Nevada 
Check-Up and private health insurers must provide 
coverage. Dental care is not considered essential for 
adults; some private health insurers offer coverage but 
Medicaid provides only emergency examinations and 
extractions (and sometimes dentures).  Dental-only 
insurance plans are available through the Silver State 
Health Insurance Exchange. 

Support for 
Persons with 

o Specific Populations – more services for brain 
injury, blindness, autism, intellectual disabilities 

The FHN supports independent living, respite care and 
positive behavior support for persons with disabilities 
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Disabilities and 
their Caregivers 

o One-Stop Shop – create center with 
comprehensive services for persons with 
developmental disabilities 

o Support for Existing Services – respite, positive 
behavior support, independent living 

(through the OCPG) as well as independent living 
services for seniors (through ADSD). ADSD also 
provides supportive services to special populations 
through other funding streams. The Traumatic Brain 
Injury program has previously been funded through 
the FHN; however, the need has significantly reduced 
due to ACA policy removing lifetime limits on insurance 
and the personal insurance coverage mandates that 
have provided these services to more individuals.  
ADSD funds the Autism and Treatment program (ATAP) 
through state general fund and Medicaid now covers 
certain autism treatments for Medicaid eligible 
children.  Aging and Disability Resource centers are 
funded through the Older Americans Act. 

Substance  Abuse 
Services 

o Prevention – substance abuse creates barriers 
to solving problems in all other service 
categories 

o Access – shortage of providers and inpatient 
facilities, affordability, inadequate insurance 
coverage 

o Treatment – length of covered treatment falls 
short of best practices, lack of transitional 
support 

Substance abuse services in Nevada are under the 
umbrella of the DPBH. Block grant funds from the 
federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Agency (SAPTA) are granted out to community 
partners for services. The DPBH works with an advisory 
council to plan and administer programs. Some 
treatment services are also billable to Medicaid and 
other health insurance carriers. 

Transportation o Paratransit – limited routes, not available in all 
areas, long wait times 

o Public Transportation – limited routes, no 
routes between cities, limited funds for bus 

Cities, counties and regional transportation authorities 
administer paratransit and public transportation 
systems in various parts of the state. Volunteer 
programs provide escorted rides. The FHN Disability 
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passes 
o Special Populations – children who need after-

school care, special needs children, parents 
with strollers 

Services has provided some support for paratransit and 
volunteer programs over the years; although in SFY16 
the amount is minimal. Federal Older Americans Act 
dollars support transportation for seniors. Medicaid 
provides non-emergency transportation for medical 
appointments. 

Help Finding 
Information 

o Advocacy – people need individualized help 
understanding and navigating the service 
system 

o Nevada 2-1-1 – needs marketing and outreach, 
resource updates, bilingual texting, warm hand-
offs 

o Family Resource Centers – need to consider 
extended hours (e.g., evenings or weekends)  

Nevada 2-1-1 is currently supported by FHN; staff and 
community partners are seeking to increase and 
diversify funding over the next biennium. Family 
Resource Centers receive basic support from the FHN. 
Aging and Disability Resource Centers are federally 
funded through the Older Americans Act. 

 


