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Date of Meeting: January 22, 2015 
 
Meeting was held via video conference at the following locations: 
 

Department of Public and Behavior Health 
4150 Technology Way, Room 303 
Carson City, Nevada 
 
Nevada Early Intervention Services 
1161 S. Valley View Blvd., Conference Room 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Nevada Early Intervention Services, Northeastern Region 
1020 Ruby Vista Drive, Conference Room 
Elko, Nevada 

 
 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Co-Chair Lisa Cridland called the meeting to order at 9:06 am.  A quorum of the 
members was present; the meeting proceeded as scheduled. 
 
Members Present:  Nicole Atwell, Dr. Ann Bingham, Michelle Canning, Lisa Cridland, 
Janina Easley, Michele Ferrall, Maynard Florence, Aimee Hadleigh, Sherry Halley, Jana 
Khoury, Robin Kincaid, Alisa Koot, Joyce Larsen, Dr. Catherine Lyons,  Sherry Manning, 
Lorraine O’Leary, Christine Riggi, Shannon Sprout, Karen Stephens, Sherry Waugh 
 
Members Absent:  Kimberly Everett, Johnette Oman, Reesha Powell, Caroline Taylor, 
Assemblywoman Melissa Woodbury, Jack Zenteno 
 
 

Nevada Department of Health and Human Services 
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Public Attendees:   Margot Chappel, Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD); 
Naomi Davidowitz, Easter Seals Nevada; Sarah Horsman, The Continuum, Thomas Kapp, 
ADSD, Candice McDaniel, Nevada Early Intervention Services (NEIS)- Carson, Janelle  
Mulvenon, NEIS-Northwest(NW);  Julie Ortiz, Advanced Pediatric Therapies;  Dena 
Schmidt, Deputy Director, Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS Martha 
Schott-Bernius, NEIS-Northeast (NE);  Karen Shaw, Pyramid Lake Tribe; Dana Symmes, 
NEIS-NE; Fatima Taylor, NEIS-South; Angela Tate, ISS Baby Steps 
 
Part C Staff Present:  Brenda Bledsoe, Susie DeVere, Dan Dinnell, Edie King, Iandia 
Morgan 
 

II. Public Comment 
No public comment was given. 

III. Approval of the Minutes from the October 16, 2014 Meeting 
Ms. Cridland asked for any comments or corrections to the minutes.  The following 
corrections were noted: 

• Page 3, line 6,  the name Anne “Luca” should be “Lucas” 
• Page 12, second paragraph, 4th line, “gleaned” should be “cleaned”. 

 
No other corrections were noted and a motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Move to approve the minutes with corrections as noted. 
BY: Dr. Catherine Lyons 
SECOND: Sherry Halley 
VOTE: PASSED  
 

IV. New Member Biographies 
• Alisa Koot 

Alisa Koot introduced herself and spoke briefly about her family.  She related she is 
excited to be a part of the Council and looks forward to the work that will be done. 
 

V. Approve Changes to the ICC Bylaws Based on Information Recently Obtained from 
Attorney General’s Office Regarding Timelines included in the Bylaws 
Brenda Bledsoe stated this is a follow up agenda item from the last meeting.  The 
discussion was about changing item 5, page 5 of the bylaws which has to do with the 
requirement to have the agenda and the minutes distributed at least one week prior to 
the meeting otherwise the meeting would need to be cancelled.  By removing the one 
week requirement, it does not go against the open meeting law, but provides some 
leeway in providing the meeting information to members.  Ms. Bledsoe explained this 
suggestion was brought to our attention by the Deputy Attorney General who reviewed 
the bylaws and provided us with clarification on the restrictions imposed by this 
statement. 
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MOTION: To change the sentence in the bylaws discussed to read “The agenda will 
be provided in compliance with the open meeting law” and take out at 
least one week prior to the meeting. 

BY:  Joyce Larsen 
SECOND: Maynard Florence 
VOTE:  Passed 
 

VI. Review, Discuss, and Approve the State Performance Plan (SPP)/Annual Performance 
Report (APR) that is Due to Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) February 2, 
2015  
Ms. Bledsoe stated she would go over all the handouts for this agenda item, but spend 
the most time covering the executive summary.  She explained the report has not 
changed a much, but the procedures have. She expounded on how OSEP has 
implemented new procedures for submitting the APR/SPP and the new State Systems 
Improvement Plan (SSIP) which will be Indicator 11.  The structure of the document has 
changed in that the APR and SPP will now be combined and Indicator 11 will be a stand-
alone document.  She noted at the end of the presentation the ICC would need to 
decide whether or not to certify the APR as being the ICC report.  Ms. Bledsoe indicated 
for next year she would like to look at taking the report itself and putting it into a more 
refined document/pamphlet for the ICC since it does go the Governor’s office.  It would 
be nice to include charts and at a glance type of information.  It was also noted the new 
step of having the APR/SPP reviewed and certified by the Director’s Office had been 
added this year. 
 
Ms. Bledsoe related what is required to be reported on and at what frequency.  She 
added the report is now required to be entered into the OSEP GRADS360 program and 
once it is released publicly anyone should be able to go to the site and view the report.  
The report will also be available from our website as will the reports on the early 
intervention programs annual performance reports.  The IDEA Part C Office personnel 
then provided an overview of each of the indicators. It was noted that the data reflected 
in the APR is for the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2014. 
 
The Council discussed at some length the Child Outcomes Summary process including 
the ratings and then the targets that were set in the APR.  Ms. Bledsoe indicated this will 
be the first year OSEP will use Indicators 3 and 4 in consideration for the state 
determination and there will also be a process where Nevada will be compared to other 
states on these Indicators.   
 
MOTION: To accept this version of the APR/SPP, with the changes that have been 

noted, as certified by the ICC for FFY13. 
BY:  Ann Bingham 
SECOND: Lorraine O’Leary 
VOTE:  Passed 
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Ms. Kincaid asked for the record to show that she feels the targets, in particular those 
for indicator three, reflect what can be done and are very, very low.  She feels that there 
should be a higher expectation and higher incremental increases.  Sherry Halley agreed 
that she also is concerned that the goal is lower than what has been performed and will 
not be accepted by OSEP.  Ms. Bledsoe explained specific instruction was provided and 
that the Federal Fiscal Year 2013 (FFY13) performance would be our baseline and it was 
indicated it would not be compared to our previous performance. 
 
Ms. Bledsoe stated she has the form which needs to be signed by one or both of the ICC 
chair(s) depending on the will of the ICC.  The form itself has a place for one signature 
but we can add a second if that is the will of the ICC. 
 
MOTION: The ICC agrees and authorizes the allowance of one signature on the 

APR/SPP certification. 
BY:  Sherry Manning  
SECOND: Joyce Larsen 
VOTE:  Passed 
 

VII. Update on OSEP State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) Phase I Strategic Planning 
Meetings 
Iandia Morgan reported that since the stakeholder meeting on October 2, 2014, the 
IDEA Part C Office has developed potential hypotheses based on the data reviewed at 
the earlier meetings and interviews conducted with early intervention program 
personnel.  The interview process took place in November and December.  Based on the 
responses from the questionnaire provided thru group or individual interviews or email 
responses, the hypotheses were confirmed and became part of the initial discussion for 
the January 7, 2015 stakeholder meeting.  At this meeting the results were reviewed 
along with the confirmed hypothesis and root causes.  The next steps in this process is 
to identify what the highest priority areas are when identifying various improvement 
strategies going forward to help develop and implement the SSIP. Ms. Morgan stated 
once the APR is submitted the focus will be on completing the narrative for the SSIP 
including reflecting all the activities involved in the development, the data reviewed and 
conclusions drawn. The SSIP must be submitted by April 1, 2015.  She elaborated that 
this is phase one of the SSIP and there are two more phases to the process.  Phase one 
is the development of the plan and the theory of action. Following the completion of 
this Phase, we will plan on how we are going to begin the implementation of the SSIP. 

Ms. Morgan noted training was identified as one of the high priority areas for the 
programs. She reported there is TACSEI training scheduled in the North on January 29, 
2015 and in the South during February and March, 2015.  In collaboration with Joyce 
Larsen, some additional training around Child Trauma will be offered as well as a 
number of other training initiatives as part of our improvement strategies as we move 
forward with the implementation process. 

Ms. King stated one of the best things that came out of the last meeting of the SSIP 
Stakeholder Workgroup was the identification of resources.  During small-group work, 
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people had an opportunity to interact with people outside of their home agencies. This 
gave our stakeholders a better idea of the overall purpose of the SSIP. 

VIII. Discuss Possible Activities to Improve Parent Interaction and Involvement with the ICC 
and Determine which Activities to Pursue 
Christine Riggi reported she and Aimee Hadleigh attended a meeting at NEIS NW with 
Janelle Mulvenon where they spoke to program supervisors regarding ideas on how to 
do parent outreach to get more parents involved.  They stated they are working on a 
brochure, a flyer and a website where links can be accessible for training and 
participation opportunities as well as information.  The website will be connected with a 
Facebook page where parents can be linked to community event calendars, community 
resources, classes, playgroups etc.  New information will be added by an administrator 
within each organization.  Ms. Riggi remarked that she and Ms. Hadleigh hope to have 
updates for the next agenda and will provide a more complete brochure, flyer and 
website presentation. 
 
Ms. Riggi noted she is working on re-establishing the Families First Orientation.  She 
noted the logistics, funding and ensuring participation through incentives for families is 
what she is concentrating on currently.  Ms. King mentioned she participated in the 
starting of the original training and would be happy to assist.  Ms. Riggi also noted at the 
meeting with NEIS they discussed the possibility of creating welcome baskets to be 
presented to parents as an alternative if the training is not a possibility.  The baskets 
would be given to new families during a visit with a parent mentor rather than a 
Developmental Specialist/Service Coordinator. The parent mentor would try to establish 
a one-on-one emotional connection with the family and have discussions about family 
concerns.  
 
Ms. Hadleigh added discussions at the last meeting were around ways to connect with 
parents and get parents more involved especially in the birth to one category.  She 
suggests making brochures available at places such as Starfish Lactation, The Nurturing 
Nest and Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) where women are going with their babies 
and toddlers.  Lorraine O’Leary suggested having a representative in the hospitals and 
doctor offices to get to the parents before they are in the system to let them know what 
is available. Dr. Bingham stated these activities align with our federal child find 
requirements. 
 

IX. Review and Discuss State Policy and Federal Regulations as They Relate to Referrals of 
Children in Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU) 
Ms. Bledsoe shared that our OSEP Project Officer and our national TA group did discuss 
this and reviewed the regulations.  Their interpretation of the regulations is that referral 
is required, but how to ensure enforcement is unclear.  They will be asking on the 
listserv for other state’s procedures, how Part C systems work with their NICUs, and 
how they share the requirements for referrals in an effort to provide us guidance.  Ms. 
Bledsoe stated once the information has been collected and organized she would bring 
that back to the ICC.  If clarification beyond regulations and policy is needed prior to 
receiving this compiled information, the IDEA Part C Office would do that in writing.  The 
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regulations are clear that the person who sees a child and suspects a disability must 
refer them to the system within the required timelines. 
 
Ms. Kincaid inquired as to whether this would be a continuing agenda item and stated 
her concern about finding out what the barriers are to getting services for these 
children.  She indicated she was not sure finding out what other states are doing is going 
to answer that question.  Ms. Bledsoe replied the hope is to gain additional information 
about steps that can be put into place to prevent those barriers and follow up to see 
how those play out while gathering data. 
 

X. Early Intervention Services Report 
a. Early Intervention Program Certification Update 

• Review Changes to the Standard of Services Document  
Margot Chappel stated they have finished piloting the tool with the Carson City office 
and are now at the end of the data collection process with NEIS South.  She added some 
revisions to the tools have been made and are reflected in the standards.  The plan is to 
use the tools with all four state programs, revising the tools as they go.  Once it is 
determined the tools are in good shape, they will pilot it with the community partners.  
It is hoped the process will be solidified by mid-February.  Ms. Chappel reported she is 
going out with staff from ADSD Developmental Services to do a program certification 
with them to see what it is like because the process being piloted is modeled after 
theirs.  As background information, she related that the Nevada legislature moved NEIS 
to ADSD in order to create a continuum of services that followed the lifespan from birth 
to death.   
 
Caroline Taylor asked if the services document was available for this meeting.  Ms. 
Chappel replied it was provided at the last meeting and they do not want to have 
continuing iterations so once it is finished being revised it will be redistributed.   Ms. 
Kincaid stated at the last meeting there were many questions as to whether the 
document was aligned or at the least not opposed to Part C regulations and she inquired 
if that had been addressed. Ms. Chappel reported she was not aware of any conflicts. 
She stated Anne Lucas with the national technical assistance (TA) centers had reviewed 
the document and had pointed out some things missing in the document around 
compliance with Part C requirements, but she had explained she was directed to not 
duplicate what Part C is doing.  Ms. Bledsoe indicated there were some conflicts but Ms. 
Chappel reiterated she was not aware of any and that it would be best to have 
administration review it in partnership to see what, if any, conflicts there are since they 
are still working on these as team internally.  Ms. Bledsoe stated this is a conversation 
the IDEA Part C Office team will start to have on a regular basis with Thomas Kapp.  She 
also commented she understands and supports the idea of serving families with 
consistency longitudinally but the authorization of a program to be a provider for 
children who are eligible under Part C and the unique aspects of that will have to be 
included in certifying early intervention providers. She stated it is important the 
certification process be done in conjunction with the IDEA Part C Office. Dr. Ann 
Bingham pointed out the fact that Part C is an educational, rather than a medical, model 
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and stated it would be really nice if EI programs were not referred to as clinics and 
recipients of EI services were referred to as families and children instead of clients. 
 
Ms. Kincaid stated she thought the expectation was that the ICC was going to see a draft 
at each meeting until a finalized version was released and she requested that the ICC 
receive a copy of the most current draft understanding that it is for information 
purposes only. 
 
Mr. Kapp stated he is no longer directly involved with the provider certification process.  
They are in the process of hiring someone to oversee the project and it is hoped 
someone will be hired by the next meeting.  He added he does support an IDEA Part C 
Office person to be on the reviewing committee.  Ms. Bledsoe stated from the 
perspective of the IDEA Part C Office we do believe that building a strong system 
requires us to collaborate on all aspects of what is foundational to the system and will 
continue to work with Mr. Kapp to iron out these concerns.        
 

XI. ICC Committees – Reports on Activities 
a. Family Support Resource Subcommittee (FSRS) 
b. Child Find Subcommittee  

• Provide Update on Membership  
• Discuss for Possible Approval the Combining of this Subcommittee with 

the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) Workgroup 
c. Developmental Specialist Certification/Endorsement Subcommittee 
d. Finance Subcommittee  

Daniel Dinnell reported minutes from the last FSRS meeting were provided.  He 
indicated the discussions at the meeting were around the upcoming Nevada Disability 
Conference to be held in July. Christine Riggi presented on her trip to the DaSy 
conference in New Orleans and Robin Kincaid expressed her hopes that the ICC and 
parents would become involved in the SSIP process. 
 
Ms. Bledsoe stated it was a request by the IDEA Part C Office this be an action item. 
There have been many discussions at ICC meetings and the Child Find Subcommittee 
meetings regarding the duplication of effort across the early childhood field. Therefore, 
the IDEA Part C Office is recommending the ICC support the combining of the ICC Find 
Committee and the Workgroup of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC). They 
have shared goals and efforts and this will reduce duplication of effort while supporting 
a more coordinated child find system.  The membership of the group would be the 
combination of the current members from both committees. 
 
MOTION: The ICC invites the ECAC workgroup to join the ICC Child Find 

Subcommittee. 
BY: Sherry Waugh 
SECOND: Christine Riggi 
VOTE: PASSED  
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Dr. Catherine Lyons stated in terms of the certification and endorsement, UNLV has 
been working on the creation of two certificates, one of which is Infancy-Birth to Three.  
These have received final approval and Dr. Lyons indicated in a few weeks there will be 
brochures ready to be distributed and to start taking applications.  She briefly described 
the requirements for the certificate and stated it is hoped this will help early 
intervention personnel stay on top of what they need to complete if they go through 
this certificate program.  Dr. Lyons indicated the subcommittee is still waiting on the 
reciprocity report from Dr. Pribble and are planning to set up a call soon. 

 
Ms. Bledsoe reported no progress has been made on reconvening the Finance 
Subcommittee and asked for this item to be tabled until the next meeting. 
 

XII. Part C Information Reports 
a. Complaint Matrix Review 
b. Review and Discuss Data Reports 

• Screening Data 
• CAPTA Exit Data 
• Wait List for December 
• SFY14 Final Data Report 

Ms. Bledsoe reported one complaint had been filed since the last meeting.  She 
indicated the previous complaints shown have been corrected from the individual child 
perspective even though these cannot be closed until systemic correction has been 
verified. 
 
Ms. Bledsoe stated the report on the screening data was pulled from the TRAC data 
system and reflects those children from all programs who had MCHAT screenings. 
The report does not indicate whether or not a child had an IFSP or at what age they 
were at entry.  Fatima Taylor from NEIS-South indicated the report given to the Autism 
Commission contains more specific information and could this be provided to the ICC.  
Ms. Bledsoe indicated the requirement is to have all information in TRAC but, if the 
spreadsheet is more specific than TRAC, having ADSD provide that is not a problem. 
Thomas Kapp stated there are two programs out of rotation for the receipt of new 
referrals which is why they may look like they have not done as many screening as 
expected and he indicated a report could be provided that shows how many of the 
failed screening did go on to get an Autism diagnosis. 

 
Ms. Bledsoe stated there was a request at the last meeting to investigate why there 
were significant changes in the number of CAPTA exits.  She referred to the handout 
provided explaining the top row is statewide numbers and the three rows below 
represent the NEIS regional offices which handle the CAPTA referrals and follow-ups.  In 
reviewing the data it was discovered the biggest reason for the fluctuation is due to the 
schedule for when data is entered and when reports are being pulled.  Susie DeVere 
explained in some cases the data is not being entered in a timely and consistent 
manner. It is being put into TRAC after the end of the quarter pull so that data is not 
being captured until the year-end report.  Ms. Bledsoe reported the IDEA Part C Office 
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will work with programs to set up procedures for data entry in order to eliminate this in 
the report next year.  Ms. DeVere also explained on future reports she would be 
showing the quarterly data as preliminary and then the year-end report would be the 
final report. 

 
Ms. Bledsoe noted a statement has been added to the wait list reports over the last two 
months to clarify situations where children are showing up on the report with a delay in 
initiation of services but that delay is due to family.  She indicated those parent 
exceptions are currently shown on the bottom of the report and are related to the 
service not the child. There has been improvement on this but will need to do further 
clarification and we also need to review the data to make sure it has been entered 
correctly or there is an underlying reason.  Ms. Bledsoe closed by saying her goal is to 
try and bring more clarity to the report to make it more meaningful. 
 
No questions or discussion was held on the SFY14 data report. 

 
XIII. Consider Agenda Items for the Next Meeting  

• Neo-Natal Referral and other states information 
• Update on parent involvement activities and families first  
• State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) 
• Child Find information - either the Autism Commission Report or any additional 

reports  
• CAPTA data 
• Wait list update 
• Ongoing subcommittee reports 
• Update by Family Ties on the upcoming Nevada Disability Conference 2015 
• Governor’s recommended budget for 2016-17 

 
XIV. Schedule Future Meetings  

• Consider scheduling a teleconference meeting for a Review of the SSIP prior to 
the March meeting 
Ms. Bledsoe explained this was a request from the IDEA Part C Office for the ICC 
to participate in a teleconference meeting about a week or two week prior the 
Strategic Planning Meeting.  During this teleconference, the ICC would 
specifically review the SSIP in order to provide feedback prior to the completion 
of the final document which will be reviewed at the strategic planning meeting.   
 
The Council agreed to the meeting request and chose to hold the meeting on 
Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 10:00 am.  
 

• March 26 and 27, Strategic Planning Meeting, Face-to-Face in Reno 
Ms. Bledsoe stated she has been talking with Anne Lucas on facilitating the 
strategic planning meeting but it has not been finalized yet.  The conference 
rooms at NEIS-NW have been scheduled for the two day meeting. 
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• July 16, 2015 
 

XV. Public Comment  
Ms. Manning made an announcement on behalf of Dr. Bingham.  She related that on 
April 16 there will be a State Division of Early Childhood (DEC) workshop on Challenging 
Behavior and if interested, registration could be done through NevAEYC conference site. 
 
Ms. Bledsoe provided an update on the status of hiring a developmental specialist (DS) 
for the IDEA Part C Office.  She related interviews would be held shortly.  She also added 
the request for a second DS position for the office has been submitted and hopefully 
approval to start the hiring process will be received effective July 1. 
 

XVI. Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm. 
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