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DRAFT MINUTES 

 
March 10, 2006 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Grant Sawyer Building      Legislative Building     
555 E. Washington Ave., Room 4401    401 S. Carson Street, Room 2134 
Las Vegas, Nevada      Carson City, Nevada 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:     BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 
Jade Miller, DDS, Chairman     Dee Hicks, RN 
Joey Villaflor, MD 
Frances Sponer 
Roger Works, DVM 
Vishvinder Sharma, MD 
William Quinn, IV, Vice Chairman 
 
HEALTH DIVISION STAFF PRESENT: 
Alex Haartz, Administrator, Nevada State Health Division 
Andrea Wilson, Administrative Assistant III, Bureau of Licensure and Certification 
Bradford Lee, MD, State Health Officer, Nevada State Health Division 
Cindy Pyzel, Chief Deputy Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General 
Darcie Carpenter, Health Program Specialist I, Bureau of Community Health 
Debi Galloway, Executive Assistant, Nevada State Health Division 
Deborah McBride, Chief, Bureau of Community Health 
Joe Pollock, Staff 3, Registered Professional Engineer, Bureau of Health Protection Services 
Jonathan Andrews, Regional Chief Deputy Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General 
Linda Anderson, Senior Deputy Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General 
Lynn O’Mara, Health Resource Analyst III, Bureau of Health Planning & Statistics 
Lynn Solano, Health Resource Analyst II, Bureau of Health Planning & Statistics 
Pam Graham, Chief, Bureau of Licensure and Certification 
Stan Marshall, Chief, Bureau of Health Protection Services 
Vickie Estes, Health Facilities Surveyor III, Bureau of Licensure and Certification 
 
ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY PRESENTED BY: 
Donald Kwalick, MD, MPH, Chief Health Officer, Southern Nevada Health District 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Emily Dombrowski 
Jennifer Hawker 
Keith Beagle 
Pam Perry, AMERIGROUP 
 
Jade Miller, DDS, Chairman, opened the meeting at 9:35 a.m. Dr. Miller indicated the meeting was properly posted 
at the locations listed on the agenda in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law.   
 
1. Roll Call and approval of the minutes from the December 9, 2005 meeting. 
 
Debi Galloway, Executive Assistant, Nevada State Health Division, called role and indicated that Ms. Hicks was 
excused.  A quorum was established. 
 
There being no other comments: 
 
MOTION: Mr. Quinn moved to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2005, State Board of Health 

meeting. 
SECOND: Dr. Villaflor 
PASSED: UNANIMOUSLY 
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2. Consent Agenda 
 
Dr. Miller asked if there was any objection to the Consent Agenda.  Dr. Villaflor requested to remove Consent 
Agenda Item 2.B. 
 
There being no other objections to the Consent Agenda: 
 
MOTION: Ms. Sponer moved to approve Consent Agenda Items #2.A., #2.C., #2.D., and #2.E. 
SECOND: Mr. Quinn 
PASSED: UNANIMOUSLY 
 
2.B. Case #572, Ria Lynn Rodriguez: Request for a variance to NAC 652.480(1)(a) & (b). “Technologists: 
Certification in specialty for which a national examination is given; application for certification; 
designation on certificate.”  Request to be granted a Clinical Laboratory Specialty Technologist license 
for chemistry due to a lack of the required education and four years of full-time experience in the 
specified laboratory types. 
 
Pam Graham, Chief of the Bureau of Licensure and Certification recommended that the Board approve Case #572, 
a variance request from Ria Lynn Rodriguez for technologist certification in a specialty.  She indicated the 
variance was requested to Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 652.480(1) for 70 semester hours instead of 90 
semester hours in one of the chemical, physical or biological sciences from the Community College of Southern 
Nevada. Ms. Rodriguez has identified hardship as ongoing support of teenage children with no child support and 
household repairs and expenses. Ms. Rodriguez has been working at Quest Diagnostics in the chemistry 
department for nearly 10 years, has passed a specialty chemistry exam at the technologist level, and has earned 
122 semester hours of credit at the Community College of Southern Nevada.  She has strong support from her 
supervisors and the laboratory director. The director has stated that the duties for technician and technologist are 
essentially the same in the specialties where Ms. Rodriguez has been working for the past 10 years at Quest 
Diagnostics. 
 
Ms. Graham indicated there is minimal anticipated risk to the public or impairment to the regulation based on Ms. 
Rodriguez’s educational background and experience, provided that the variance is granted with the stipulations 
recommended by the Medical Laboratory Advisory Committee, during their teleconference on February 8, 2006. 
The stipulations are to limit the specialty technologist certification to the specialties of chemistry, and that it only 
be valid at her current place of employment, Quest Diagnostics. Ms. Rodriguez is agreeable to the stipulations.  
Ms. Graham then recommended that the Board approve the variance request for Ria Lynn Rodriguez with the 
stipulations identified. 
 
Dr. Villaflor questioned if Ms. Rodriguez would still be required to complete her degree.  Ms. Graham did not believe 
she would be required to complete her degree; however, she would be limited to the specialty technology 
certification in chemistry at Quest Diagnostics. 
 
Mr. Quinn commented that in the future staff does not need to include the applicant’s personal information in the 
meeting packets.  Ms. Sponer concurred.  Ms. Graham indicated the information was included because it related to 
Ms. Rodriguez’s financial hardship.  In the future, staff will not include personal information. 
 
There being no other comments: 
 
MOTION: Dr. Villaflor moved to approve Case #572, Ria Lynn Rodriguez’s request for a variance to NAC 

652.480(1)(a) and (b), “Technologists: Certification in specialty for which a national 
examination is given; application for certification; designation on certificate.” 

SECOND: Ms. Sponer 
PASSED: UNANIMOUSLY 
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3. Consideration and adoption proposed amendments to NAC 439, “Administration of Public Health,” LCB 
File No. R010-06. 
 
Alex Haartz, Administrator of the Nevada State Health Division and Secretary of the State Board of Health 
explained that the intent of the proposed regulation amendments was to amend Nevada Administrative Code 
(NAC) 439, “Administration of Public Health” for general housekeeping purposes such as updating the name of 
the Department to the Department of Health and Human Services and increasing the number of copies (from six 
to eight) that someone seeking a variance or a declaratory order are required to submit to the Board.  The 
amendments also adjust some timeframes to ensure that Division staff has adequate time to distribute 
appropriate information.  The most significant change relates to the cost structure to apply for a variance from the 
State Board of Health.  The current regulation requires at $150 fee to apply for a variance.  The proposed 
amendments increase the existing $150 fee to the actual cost to publicly notice the request for a variance in the 
newspaper as required by the law.  The new fee will be calculated on the area affected by the variance and the 
extensiveness of the public notice required.  Mr. Haartz indicated the Health Division would update the costs to 
apply for a variance on a quarterly basis and would post the fees on the Health Division’s website where the 
Board of Health variance information is found. 
 
There being no other comments: 
 
MOTION: Dr. Villaflor moved to adopt the proposed amendments to NAC 439, “Administration of 

Public Health,” LCB File No. R010-06. 
SECOND: Ms. Sponer 
PASSED: UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Mr. Haartz then commended Debi Galloway for the work she did relating to these proposed regulation 
amendments. 
 
4. Presentation: 2005 Burning Man Festival 
 
Stan Marshall, Chief of the Bureau of Health Protection Services provided a PowerPoint presentation on the 2005 
Burning Man Festival.  Mr. Marshall explained that according to the Burning Man organization, Burning Man is a 
temporary community designed to focus on freedom of expression, creativity and individuality.  He explained that 
staff attends the event to ensure compliance with regulations.  To obtain a copy of the presentation, contact Mr. 
Marshall at (775) 687-6353, or 1179 Fairview Drive, Suite 201, Carson City, Nevada, 89701. 
 
Dr. Miller then thanked Mr. Marshall for his informative presentation. 
 
5. Presentation: February 17, 2006 Pandemic Influenza Summit 
 
Dr. Lee explained that Governor Guinn and Secretary Leavitt with the federal Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) hosted a Pandemic Influenza Summit on February 17, 2006, in Las Vegas, Nevada.  He indicated the 
purpose of the Summit was to provide an overview on Pandemic Flu and the national initiatives relative to Pandemic 
Flu including involvement with state and local health departments as well as the business community.  Dr. Lee 
indicated that two Board members attended the Summit and he asked if they could share their comments. 
 
Dr. Miller felt the Summit was well organized and extremely educational.  He appreciated the opportunity to attend.  
Mr. Quinn also appreciated the opportunity and explained that he shared the information that he gathered with his non-
medical related colleagues and was shocked with the total lack of knowledge or understanding of the consequences 
that could result in the event of a pandemic. 
 
Dr. Lee indicated the event could be viewed via web-cast at: www.visualwebcaster.com/eventasp and noted that the 
entire Summit lasted approximately four hours.  Dr. Miller questioned how the public is being educated regarding 
Pandemic Flu.  Dr. Lee explained that ongoing efforts are underway such as radio and television spots. The Health 
Division and the Governor’s Office also have information on their websites.  Mr. Haartz noted that the Health Division 
just received notification of an initial funding allocation from the federal government to complete education an outreach 
at a state and local level and to start facilitating planning processes at the local level. 
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6. Informational Item in Board Packets 
A. Letter from NYE CIRG dated November 12, 2005, regarding Case #320, Variance to NAC 

444.788(3), Individual Sewage Disposal Systems.” 
B. Updated Nevada Open Meeting Law Manual (December 2005) 
 

Mr. Haartz indicated the information in this agenda item was provided for informational purposes only.  The Board had 
no questions regarding these items.  At Dr. Miller’s request, Ms. Pyzel provided a brief summary on the changes to the 
Nevada Open Meeting Law. 
 
9. Reports (Informational) 
 

A. Chairman – Jade Miller, DDS 
 
 Dr. Miller indicated the next State Board of Health meeting is on April 7, 2006.  It was the Boards 

general consensus not to travel for this meeting and to postpone if at all possible due to the 
anticipated shortness of the agenda. 

  
B. Secretary – Alex Haartz, Administrator, Nevada State Health Division 
 
 Mr. Haartz explained that there would be a number of proposed regulation amendments coming 

before the Board during the June meeting.    Mr. Haartz also reported that the Health Division has 
been working on Pandemic Influenza planning. 

 
 Ms. Sponer requested to receive a list of the upcoming regulation amendments prior to the June 

meeting. 
 
C. Clark County Health District- Donald Kwalick, MD, MPH, Chief Health Officer 
 

  Dr. Kwalick reported that the County Health District would also be presenting regulation 
amendments to the State Board of Health for approval during the June 16th meeting.  He noted 
that the Health District recently changed its name from the Clark County Health District to the 
Southern Nevada Health District.  The County Board of Health adopted the By-laws at their last 
meeting.  This change came as a result of the last legislative session and the need to recognize 
that the Health District does not just service Clark County, but North Las Vegas and Henderson 
as well.  He also reported that Karl Munninger, the County’s Director of Administrative Services, 
is retiring on July 7, 2006, after more than 37 years with the Health District.  He further stated that 
the Health District is currently searching for a new facility that would continue to be centrally 
located. 

 
  Dr. Kwalick then provided a brief trauma and mental health update at Dr. Miller’s request. 
 
  Ms. Sponer indicated she recently attended a meeting of the Southern Nevada Psychiatric 

Association, and suggested that the Board receive a report during one of the next few meetings 
on what is occurring with the mental health community.  Mr. Haartz indicated he would be happy 
to provide the Board with such a report. 

 
D. Environmental Commission – Frances Sponer, Board of Health Designee 
 
 Ms. Sponer indicated the last meeting of the State Environmental Commission was on March 8, 

2006.  Ms. Sponer provided the Board with a copy the agenda.  Ms. Sponer provided an overview on 
the meeting and provided the Board with some materials from the meeting. 

  
E. State Health Officer- Bradford Lee, MD  
 

  Dr. Lee explained that the Health Division recently met with the northern and southern Health Districts 
regarding cost containment strategies for providing care for HIV/AIDS positive individuals and the 
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AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP).  They hope to present strategies to the State AIDS Task 
Force for approval during their meeting next month. 

 
  Dr. Lee also reported that the Health Division recently presented the public health preparedness 

annual financial summary to the Homeland Security Commission and at the request of the Division of 
Emergency Management presented information on mass prophylaxis and medical surge capacity 
funding. 

 
Public comment and discussion 
 
There being no other public comment, Dr. Miller adjourned the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 


